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3: Brother’s custom driver install in practice
4: How to create a custom driver (Windows® XP & Vista®)

1: Basic overview
In less than a minute, Brother gives you the ability to develop your very own customised

printer drivers which have the potential to be rolled out to a whole fleet of users. It is just one
of many utilities which Brother has created to make your daily business operations easier.
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2: Customer benefits

0 Spend less time configuring and more time on other important tasks

o Not only is it effective, but it is easy. Create your own Customised drivers
effortlessly

o Itis completely safe and secure

3: Brother’s custom driver install in practice

For identification purposes, workers from a busy call centre automatically have their names
printed onto every document they print. This is performed through another one of Brother’s
features called ID Print, which is embedded into the driver but is not enabled by default.
Thanks to Brother’s custom driver install the companies IT department was able to create a
new driver where ID print was enabled by default. This meant that it was immediately ready
after installation, with no additional configuration.

4: How to create a custom driver (Windows® XP & Vista®)

The driver must already be installed on your computer. This is because you will be modifying
one of the installation files, which is compressed in its original format and as such is un-
editable. The following instructions explain where you can find this file and how you need to
modify it.

Step 1: Navigate to the following folder:

\system32\spool\drivers\w32x86\3. By default this is found within ‘C:\windows’.

Step 2: In this folder you will a file called ‘bexxxx.dat’ (where xxxx is the model name, for
example “be9045.dat”). Right-click this file and hover your mouse over ‘Open with’.
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Step 3: If it appears, left-click ‘Notepad’ and proceed to step 7 on page 4 otherwise left-click
‘Choose Program’.
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Step 4: Click the ‘Open With...” button if this caution message appears.
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@1 You are attempting to open a file of type 'DAT File' {.DAT)

These files are used by the operating system and by various
programs. Editing or modifying them could damage your system.

IF wou still want to open the file, dick Open With, otherwise, click
Cancel,

| Open with. .. | [ Cancel ]

Step 5: Select the ‘Select the program from a list’ selection box and click ‘OK’.

.

Windows) j j

] ‘windows cannot open this File:
< File:  BE9045CD.DAT

Ta open this file, Windows needs ta know what program created it, Windows
can go online ta look it up automatically, or you can manually select From a list of
programms on your computer,

wWhat do wou wank to do?

() Use the Web service to find the appropriate program
list:

K ] [ Cancel
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Step 6: From the list of applications click ‘Notepad’ which will highlight it, then click ‘OK’.
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for the appropriate program on the Web,
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automatically in Notepad when
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Step 7: When the file opens, you will see the following:
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File Edit Format Yiew Help

H pefault sSetting
[pefault setting]
Savesetting=0

U SCIDATNotepad
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If the contents of this file look very different, you will need to close it, delete it and re-install the
appropriate driver. This is because the file may already contain information about a previous
configuration. Once in this state it cannot be re-modified to reflect any new settings.
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Step 8: Now you need to edit the file, changing ‘SaveSettings=0’ to ‘SaveSettings=1’, then
save and close.

L NBEIDASEOIDAT = Nbtepad ﬂﬁlﬁi
File Edit Format ‘iew Help
===== Default setting =======

H
[Default sp 5]
Savesettd

Step 9: Make a copy of the file you have just closed (bexxxx.dat’, where xxx is the model
name). The reason why you need to do this will be made clearer later on.

Step 10: Go into the printer properties driver and change some of the settings. In the
example below duplex has been enabled on a DCP-9045CDN.
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Basic |Advanced Support

Ad Faper Size |A4 ﬂ
210 % 237 mm
1 tultiple Page |Normal j
Orientation {* Portrait " Landscape
Copies 1 E I
Media Type |Plain Paper ﬂ
Duples/Booklet | Nore ﬂ

MHiare
Calour/tono
Booklet

Paper Source

First Page |Auto Select ﬂ
Other Pages |Sarne as First page ﬂ
Default | Ahat... |

QK. H Cancel ] Apply
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Step 11: Go back into the file ‘bexxxx.dat’ (where xxx is the model name) through Notepad.
The file should now contain the entire driver setting information which you recently applied.
Please note that if you go back into the driver settings and make any new changes those new
changes will not be applied to this file. If you want to apply new changes to this file, close and
delete it, then replace it with the one you recently saved.

ile Edit Format View Help

;===== Default setting =======
[Cefault setting]
Savesetting=0
paper_NT=9
Usermame=
MuTtiPage=2
Pageorder=0
MuTtiLine=1
orient=x0001
opies=6
Callate=0
MediaType=x0002
MediaTyperost=x000a
mediaTypeEny=x0006
ColorMono=255
tray=1
AnotherTray=7
Tray Separate Mode=0
pefaultSource_NT=1
prires=600
Useapt=1
ColorMode=5
ImﬁruveGray:O
Ennanceglack=0
MoupTex=x0300
Booklet=1
Book 1 et Type=x0000
BkMuTtiPage=1

= [B]X]

Step 12: You can now build you own custom driver installation file. To do this, create a new
folder and call it the make and model of your new printer driver.
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ﬁ‘ p. ) Saarch Falders E-

address |3 C\Documents and Settings!evansjam|Desktop DCP-9045C0M

File and Folder Tasks ¥
Other Places ¥
Details &

DCP-9045CDN
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Step 13: Copy the driver files over to that folder. It is recommended that you download the
either the ‘WHQL printer drivers’ or ‘Printer driver only’ from Brother Solutions Centre and
copy these files over to the folder you just created.

Step 14: In this folder you will see a file called ‘bexxxx.da_’ (where xxx is the model name).
This is a compressed .dat file. You will need to delete it.
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Step 15: Now copy the ‘bexxxx.dat’ file you recently created to the new folder and rename it
from ‘.dat’ to ‘.da_’.

Step 16: Install the printer driver, for example using Windows® ‘Add Printer Wizard’.

Step 17: When you go into printing preferences you will notice that your new settings have
automatically been applied.
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